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boriculture following a path set by 

She began as an administrative 
assistant supporting landscape 
area managers in their mainte
nance of commercial landscaping. 

she developed a curiosity about 
plants and trees used in landscape 
designs. This prompted her to take 
a botany course at Santa Monica 

jected his passion in his course by 
taking the students outdoors to see 
these plants in their native habitats. 

left by walking the scenic trails in 
Topanga Canyon with her class

her a desire to be outside working 

herself at Mt. San Antonio College 
starting course work in horti

completed her schooling just in 
time to apply for an open position 

position she still holds today. 

ing the grass green.” Working for 

and the importance of keeping 
liability at bay. She always looks at 
the parks with the eyes as a visitor 
and is mindful of things that are 

ically pleasing. 

with contractors 
to keep the sites 

all while staying 

ensures mainte
nance standards 

always looking 
to improve sites 
with new plant 

amenities. 

responds to a lot 
of tree calls from 
homeowners that 
may not be hap
py with a par

often wanting it 
removed for a va
riety of reasons. 

It’s her job to look at the tree and its 

outweigh the risk of liability. That is 

green infrastructure that didn’t get 

her to make the tough call to remove 
a tree that has outgrown its space. 

knows that planting new trees can 
offset the losses of removals. She 
gets so much pleasure in seeing a 
green space evolve over the years 

spaces.

being an arborist is the public per
ception of arborists as “cool people.” 
While she knows it takes years of 

people think it’s a gift that arborists 

understand what is happening to a 

hopes to provide support and be an 

Raquel Falco 
City of Glendora
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and care of trees. 
She believes it is an arborist’s obligation to teach 

is the main objective. In addition to the Western 

people that radiate so much passion for trees. Their 
determination and dedication keep her motivated 

comes through the collaboration of many. Being a 
member of the WCISA means being able to give 
back to the community. Being involved means she 
can meet and learn from other arborists and getting 
to meet them on a more personal level. Networking 
is one of the best parts of being a member of the 
Western Chapter. 

fond of a tree known for its beauty and rarity:  the 
Quercus engelmannii). She visited 

she was saddened to learn that this drought tolerant 
and gorgeous tree was endangered in its native 

these oaks at every available opportunity.

-
ed arborists throughout the chapter so members 
will gain a greater awareness of the diversity of 

and career paths for arborists within the profes-
sion. The committee asks candidates to answer 
6 questions.  The information from the question-
naire was compiled by Kathleen Falamino from 
Epicenter Management.

As a thank you for choos
ing to be a member of the 

created a member appreci

we will randomly select 
5 new chapter members 
and 5 renewal members to 
receive WCISA swag.

Congratulations to the 

Renewal Members
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

New Members
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

members thrive. We are convinced that being a mem
ber of the Western Chapter will enhance both your 
profession and continuing education. If you have any 

wcisa.net.

Giblin enjoying his clipboard 


