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0HPEHU3URÀOH5DTXHO)DOFR
5$48(/ )$/&2 FDPH WR DU
boriculture following a path set by
VFKRROLQJ PHQWRUV DQG IULHQGV
She began as an administrative
assistant supporting landscape
area managers in their mainte
nance of commercial landscaping.
,Q VHQGLQJ SURSRVDOV WR FOLHQWV
she developed a curiosity about
plants and trees used in landscape
designs. This prompted her to take
a botany course at Santa Monica
&ROOHJH ZKHUH WKH SURIHVVRU LQ
jected his passion in his course by
taking the students outdoors to see
these plants in their native habitats.
5DTXHOQHYHUIRUJRWWKHLPSUHVVLRQ
left by walking the scenic trails in
Topanga Canyon with her class
PDWHV DQG KRZ LW SUHVVHG XSRQ
her a desire to be outside working
ZLWK QDWXUH 6XGGHQO\ VKH IRXQG
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herself at Mt. San Antonio College
starting course work in horti
FXOWXUH +HU DPD]LQJ SURIHVVRUV
SXVKHG KHU IRUZDUG SURSHOOLQJ
KHUWRDQDVVRFLDWHGHJUHHLQ,30
D 3HVWLFLGH $SSOLFDWRU·V /LFHQVH
DQG DQ $UERULVW &HUWLÀFDWLRQ 6KH
completed her schooling just in
time to apply for an open position
LQ*OHQGRUDDV3DUNV6XSHUYLVRUD
position she still holds today.
$V 3DUNV 6XSHUYLVRU WKHUH LV
PRUH WR 5DTXHO·V MRE WKDQ ´NHHS
ing the grass green.” Working for
D PXQLFLSDOLW\ VKH UHDOL]HV WKH
H[SRVXUHDQGZHDUWKDWFLW\SDUNV
IDFHIURPKDYLQJVRPDQ\YLVLWRUV
and the importance of keeping
liability at bay. She always looks at
the parks with the eyes as a visitor
and is mindful of things that are
RXWRISODFHXQVDIHRUQRWDHVWKHW
ically pleasing.
5DTXHO SDUWQHUV
with contractors
to keep the sites
FOHDQ DQG VDIH
all while staying
XQGHU EXGJHW RI
FRXUVH :LWK WKH
FLW\·VEXGJHWVKH
ensures mainte
nance standards
DUH PHW DQG LV
always looking
to improve sites
with new plant
PDWHULDOWUHHVRU
amenities.
5DTXHO DOVR
responds to a lot
of tree calls from
homeowners that
may not be hap
py with a par
WLFXODU FLW\ WUHH
often wanting it
removed for a va
riety of reasons.
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It’s her job to look at the tree and its
SODQWLQJVSDFHWKHQGHWHUPLQHLILW
LVDJRRGÀWDQGZKHWKHUWKHEHQHÀWV
outweigh the risk of liability. That is
WKHKDUGHVWSDUWRIKHUMRE²VHHLQJ
green infrastructure that didn’t get
PXFKWKRXJKWRUSODQQLQJIRUFLQJ
her to make the tough call to remove
a tree that has outgrown its space.
5DTXHO WULHV WR VSDFH WLPLQJ RI UH
PRYDOV DV PXFK DV SRVVLEOH DQG
knows that planting new trees can
offset the losses of removals. She
gets so much pleasure in seeing a
green space evolve over the years
ZLWKGURXJKWUHVLVWDQWODQGVFDSLQJ
WUHHVWKDWVXUSDVVWKHEXLOGLQJVQH[W
WRWKHPDQGSHRSOHHQMR\LQJWKRVH
spaces.
)RU5DTXHOWKHEHVWWKLQJDERXW
being an arborist is the public per
ception of arborists as “cool people.”
While she knows it takes years of
VWXG\DQGH[SHULHQFHWREHFRPHFHU
WLÀHGLW·VLQFUHGLEO\ÁDWWHULQJKRZ
people think it’s a gift that arborists
FDQ ´WDON WR WUHHVµ ² EHLQJ DEOH WR
understand what is happening to a
WUHHDQGKRZWRÀ[LWLVDSULYLOHJH
$OVRWKHMREUHTXLUHVVSHQGLQJDORW
RIWLPHRXWGRRUVZKLFKLVDORYHO\
WKLQJLQVRXWKHUQ&DOLIRUQLD5DTXHO
hopes to provide support and be an
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DFWLYHSDUWLFLSDQWLQWKHLQGXVWU\DQGWRSDVVWKH
WRUFKWRWKHQH[WJHQHUDWLRQ6KHEHOLHYHVWKDWWUHHV
DUHYLWDOWRSXEOLFKHDOWKDQGVRZRUNLQJLQXQLVRQ
ZLWK RWKHU VPDUW SDVVLRQDWH SHRSOH LV WKH PRVW
HIÀFLHQW ZD\ WR KHOS SURPRWH WKH SURSHU KHDOWK
and care of trees.
She believes it is an arborist’s obligation to teach
WKHSXEOLFDERXWWUHHVLQWKHNLQGHVWZD\SRVVLEOH
DQGKDVMRLQHGVHYHUDOQRQSURÀWJURXSVZKHUHWKDW
is the main objective. In addition to the Western
&KDSWHURI,6$ZKHUHVKHLVWKHFKDLURIWKH6SDQLVK
(GXFDWLRQ&RPPLWWHH5DTXHOLVDPHPEHURIWKH
,QODQG8UEDQ)RUHVW&RXQFLODQG*URZ0RQURYLD
7KHVH VPDOO RUJDQL]DWLRQV DUH ÀOOHG ZLWK JUHDW
people that radiate so much passion for trees. Their
determination and dedication keep her motivated
²RQHFDQGRVROLWWOHRQWKHLURZQEXWJUHDWDFWLRQ
comes through the collaboration of many. Being a
member of the WCISA means being able to give
back to the community. Being involved means she
can meet and learn from other arborists and getting
to meet them on a more personal level. Networking
is one of the best parts of being a member of the
Western Chapter.
$VIRU5DTXHO·VIDYRULWHWUHHVKHKDVEHFRPH
fond of a tree known for its beauty and rarity: the
(QJHOPDQQRDN Quercus engelmannii). She visited
WKH'DOH\5DQFKIRUDKLNHDQGZDVRYHUZKHOPHG
E\DP\VWHULRXVEOXHRDN²WKHWUDLOVLJQKLQWHGWKDW
LWZDVDQ(QJHOPDQQDQG5DTXHOZDVWDNHQDEDFN
7KHXQSUHGLFWDEOHFDQRS\WKHVKDSHDQGFRORURI
LWVIROLDJHDQGWKHQHDWEDUNZDVUHDOO\VRPHWKLQJ
HOVH$VVKHVWDUWHGUHDGLQJPRUHDERXWWKHVSHFLHV
she was saddened to learn that this drought tolerant
and gorgeous tree was endangered in its native
KDELWDW2QFHSUHYDOHQWLQWKH6DQ*DEULHO9DOOH\
LWLVQRZODUJHO\DEVHQWOLNHO\GXHWRJUD]LQJDQG
XUEDQL]DWLRQ 5DTXHO ZRXOG ORYH WR PDNH WKLV D
PRUHFRPPRQXUEDQWUHHDQGQRZWULHVWRSODQW
these oaks at every available opportunity.

:&,6$0HPEHUVKLS5DIÁH:LQQHUV
As a thank you for choos
ing to be a member of the
:HVWHUQ&KDSWHUZHKDYH
created a member appreci
DWLRQUDIÁH(YHU\TXDUWHU
we will randomly select
5 new chapter members
and 5 renewal members to
receive WCISA swag.

Congratulations to the
)DOO5DIÁH:LQQHUV

3DVW UDIÁH ZLQQHU &KDG
Giblin enjoying his clipboard
LQWKHÀHOG

Renewal Members
• $ODQ:DOFRWW²7XFVRQ$=
• .\OH8VKLMLPD²+RQROXOX+,
• 5LFKDUG+DOO²/DV9HJDV19
• +XPEHUWR0RMLFD²6DQWD$QD&$
• 0DULDQ$ODEDFN²&RUSXV&KULVWL7;
New Members
• 0DUFXV5LYHUD²&RDFKHOOD&$
• ,VDEHO/HVHQQH²6DQ7DQ9DOOH\$=
• 5RGQH\<RXQJ²+RQROXOX+,
• $P\%UD\²5HQR19
• %HQMDPLQ3DUWK²:LOPLQJWRQ1&
6LQFH:&,6$KDVPDGHLWRXUPLVVLRQWRKHOSRXU
members thrive. We are convinced that being a mem
ber of the Western Chapter will enhance both your
profession and continuing education. If you have any
TXHVWLRQVSOHDVHFRQWDFWRXU0HPEHUVKLS&RPPLWWHH
&KDLU *RUGRQ 0DWDVVD JRUGRQPDWDVVD#JPDLOFRP
0HPEHUVKLS&RRUGLQDWRU5LWD)UDQFRULWD#ZFLVDQHW
RURXU([HFXWLYH'LUHFWRU5RVH(SSHUVRQUHSSHUVRQ#
wcisa.net.

0HPEHU 3URÀOHV LV D SURMHFW GHYHORSHG E\ WKH
:&,6$·V0DUNHWLQJ&RPPLWWHHWRSURÀOHVHOHFWed arborists throughout the chapter so members
will gain a greater awareness of the diversity of
VSHFLDOWLHV UHTXLUHG H[SHULHQFH W\SLFDO GXWLHV
and career paths for arborists within the profession. The committee asks candidates to answer
6 questions. The information from the questionnaire was compiled by Kathleen Falamino from
Epicenter Management.
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