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WESTERN Arborist

BEVERLY BABB joined the field of arboricul-
ture 7 years ago, on Arbor Day (April 25) 2014. She 
signed on to be the Executive Director of the Arizona 
Community Tree Council (ACTC). Although she was 
hired based on her background in non-profit man-
agement, the ACTC President at that time, Richard 
Adkins, could sense that Beverly would quickly be-
come consumed by the industry… and he was right!

Beverly became an ‘all-in convert’ to the profes-
sion, the mission, and the community of people who 
are passionate about trees. The more she learned, 
the stronger became her desire to learn more. As 
she became involved with people around the state, 
she increasingly yearned to be a part of what these 
Arizona communities were doing to promote and 
advance tree care. Although she didn’t start out as 
a working arborist, she eventually earned the Certi-
fied Arborist credential through her role in arborist 
education. She is delighted now to be a part of such 
an important profession. 

In her current role as Executive Director for 
ACTC, Beverly enables the advancement of ACTC’s 
mission with its amazing members and partners. 
Over the years, Beverly has been privileged to work 
with ACTC volunteers to connect with Arizona 
homeowners, tree-care professionals, and local 
governments to cultivate both healthy trees and 
an informed tree care community. She facilitates 
educational events and public outreach programs 
and cultivates interagency cooperation in grant ad-
ministration and fulfillment. Helping ACTC create a 
strong culture of knowledgeable arborists in Arizona 
is a gratifying experience. 

While Beverly does dig the trees, she derives the 
most joy from the arborists with whom she works. 
She finds that they are generous, life-long learners, 
fun to work with and dedicated to the industry. 
Through this profession, Beverly has had the chance 
to work on grant teams, which have introduced 
her to brilliant people who are doing great things 
to advance our knowledge of tree planting and 
tree care. Some of the grants have focused on the 
well-being of people, some have focused on manag-
ing water resources, some have focused on planting 
fruit-bearing trees – all have connected her to teams 
of wonderfully diverse people who are making a 
difference in their communities.

Beverly loves the 
connections and ca-
maraderie that come 
with being a Western 
Chapter ISA mem-
ber.  She believes 
whole-heartedly in 
the mission of dis-
seminating tree-care 
knowledge and im-
proving the relation-
ship between com-
munities and their 
trees. WCISA empowers this mission by connecting 
arboriculture professionals throughout the region, 
sharing knowledge and a love of trees.

In the industry at large, Beverly hopes to help 
homeowners and HOAs come to understand the 
importance and value of trees, and the value of the 
professionals who care for these significant assets. 
Through facilitating partnerships and education, 
she hopes to advance quality tree care and canopy 
cover for better, healthier communities.

When considering the canopy, Beverly’s favorite 
tree stands out as an ubiquitous desert classic… 
the palo verde, Cercidium floridum. As an Arizona 
native, she has always loved this tree, its beautiful 
yellow flowers, and its edible seeds.  Growing up, 
Beverly spent a lot of time with family on desert 
picnics and hikes.  When she brought her future hus-
band to Arizona, he was amazed at how gorgeous a 
desert full of blooming palo verde could be. He fell 
in love with Arizona and with its beautiful desert 
trees, from palos to mesquites to ironwoods.  Beverly 
thinks those trees helped convince him that Arizona 
was going to be a place to put down roots - 30 years 
later, those roots are in deep.

Member profiles is a project developed by the WCI-
SA’s Marketing Committee to profile selected arbo-
rists throughout the chapter so members will gain 
a greater awareness of the diversity of specialties, 
required experience, typical duties, and career paths 
for arborists within the profession. The committee 
asks candidates to answer 6 questions.  The infor-
mation from the questionnaire was compiled by 
Kathleen Falamino from Epicenter Management.
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